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THE UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK 

A bit of admin about the Graham Feest Consultancy incorporating the UK Road Safety Network 

The Graham Feest Consultancy which incorporates the UK Road Safety Network is growing at a 

rapid pace with subscribers being added on a daily basis and those who have been part of that 

network from the early days will be aware that the 

method of distributing this newsletter and from time to 

time other information has changed. Whilst being part 

of the Network gives access to concessional rates for 

the events organised by the Graham Feest Consultancy 

along with this newsletter issued free of charge each 

month comes the ever growing demands on keeping the 

list up to date. It is therefore essential that in order to 

maintain your contact with the Consultancy that should 

you change your email address you remember to have 

us on your list to provide your new details. 

Being as it were a “member” of the Network is purely 

by means of subscribing to the list and so the only 

contact details I have is your email address and if that 

drops out for any reason then you are lost as a contact. 

You can at any time amend your details or encourage other practitioners who may have an interest 

in joining the Network by at https://www.grahamfeest.com/newsletter-subscription/ 

I am aware that there are organisations and groups who forward this newsletter to their members 

and I certainly have no problem with this taking place as it is about getting out the messages to the 

widest possible audience as we can in the interests of road safety. I do however need to say that if 

as a reader you are looking to attend any event which is arranged or conducted where a 

concessional rate is offered it will only apply to those who are directly subscribed to the Network.

Traffic 

Safety  

Roads 

Traffic Safety Roads is published by 

Graham Feest Consultancy. 

TSR collates a range of information and opinion from various sources. Whilst every effort is made to ensure its 

accuracy the gfc cannot be held responsible for any incorrect information provided from third parties or the 

views expressed by individuals that are published so readers can make up their own minds and draw their own 

conclusions.  
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Keeping your email address up 

to date is essential to ensure 

that you do not miss out on 

events and activities arranged 

and or promoted by the 

Graham Feest Consultancy 

along with any concessional 

rates which may be on offer 

and in order to receive this 

monthly newsletter 

    Graham Feest is Head of Road Safety and Events at The RichWorks 

With more than forty years’ experience working in roads, traffic and safety he is a former County 
Road Safety Officer and Head of Road Safety for IAM RoadSmart. Currently Chairman of the Institute 
of Master Tutors of Driving, Chairman of the National Road Safety Committee and Road Safety 
Advisor to the ADI National Joint Council. He is available to speak at meetings, conferences and 
seminars throughout the UK and overseas at no cost but reasonable travelling and subsistence 
expenses need to be met. 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/newsletter-subscription/
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LEAVE MoT INITIAL TEST AT THREE YEARS 

By the time you read this newsletter the period of consultation in terms of extending the period 

from which the first MoT is required to be undertaken from the current three years to four will 

have concluded although it is doubtful as to whether we will actually know what the outcome is 

likely to be for a while unless the responses are overwhelmingly in support of one way or another. 

 

When the MoT test was introduced it was 

about the critical safety related issues such 

as brakes, tyres, lights and steering and at 

the same time to ensure that the vehicle 

itself was structurally sound. Since that time 

additional features have been added to the 

test both from a safety point of view as well 

as an environmental standpoint. Nowadays 

we might be content that structurally cars 

are much safer, better designed and more 

robust but the critical safety features are still 

as important today as they have always been. 

Moving the initial test from three years to 

four, however small the difference in the 

failure rate might be is still a backward step 

in the interests of road safety although 

overall mechanical defect is not a major 

contributory factor in road crashes. Whilst 

cars are now serviced more nowadays than 

they were previously and safety critical things 

will be picked up many are not and increasing 

the period for that initial test does not sit 

comfortably with those who are seeking to 

make our roads as safe as they can be. In fact 

many would argue that the MoT test should 

be applicable to all vehicles every year from 

the day they roll off the garage forecourt. 

 

TyreSafe has now joined the growing band of 

groups urging the Government not to extend the 

period before a new vehicle’s first MOT is due, 

on the back of data which suggests that 5% of 

cars fail their first MoT due to defective tyres. 

Figures obtained by TyreSafe from the DVSA 

show that tyre defects accounted for more than 

a quarter (27%) of all car MOT failures during 

2016. TyreSafe says this equates to 2.2m cars, 

making tyre defects the second most common 

reason for an MoT failure after defective 

lighting. TyreSafe says 106,000 of these failures 

were cars undergoing their first MoT, which 

equates to 5% of all first time car MOTs. Of courses many will argue that overall it depends very 

much on the mileage you cover and the type of driving you are doing but we do need to remember 

that whilst this might well have an effect on the wear and tear of brakes and steering tyres have a 

shelf life and will deteriorate from as much a lot of use to very little.  

 

SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS CONFERENCE 
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A One Day Conference looking at how fatalities and seriously injured casualties can be 
reduced by interventions, integration and understanding of a Safe Systems Approach 

 Monday 25th September 2017 | The Guildhall, Lowgate, Hull HU1 2AA 
Details at https://www.grahamfeest.com/graham-feest-events/upcoming-events/ 
 

 

SAFER ROADS | SAFER VEHICLES | SAFER ROAD USERS | SAFER SPEEDS 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/graham-feest-events/upcoming-events/
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ROAD SAFETY TRUST – FUNDING 

The Road Safety Trust has opened its latest grant programme. Applications are welcome for the 

development of practical measures to enhance Road Safety through 

Education, Training or Enforcement or for research. Applications for 

innovative projects with the potential to develop new approaches are 

particularly sought as are projects with a strong focus on Evaluation. As a 

charitable trust, they do not fund statutory provision or replace statutory 

funding.  

Over the last year, the Trust has contributed over £1m to 11 projects around the country. This is 

new, independent funding for road safety research and practice, overseen by a board of trustees 

taken from the academic, public and private and policing sectors.  

The closing date for applications for this round is 26 May 2017 and details of how to apply are 

available at https://roadsafetytrust.org.uk/ 

 

GENERAL CONDITION OF THE ROAD NETWORK 

Each year the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA) commissions an independent survey of local authority 

highway departments in England and Wales. Its aim is to take a snapshot of the general condition of 

the local road network, based on information provided directly by those responsible for its 

maintenance, thus providing a means of tracking any improvement or deterioration.  

At the same time, questions are asked related to funding, the type of maintenance carried out and 

the issues affecting maintenance service levels, to help provide context to the results. Questions in 

the survey relate solely to the maintenance of the carriageway itself – the road surface and 

structure – and only that part of the total highway maintenance budget which covers the 

carriageway specifically.  

(The total highway maintenance budget covers other significant areas of expenditure including structural work to bridges, 

street lighting, cyclical maintenance for example grass-cutting, checking traffic signals and the replacement of street 

furniture, which are excluded from this survey.)  

ALARM 2017 is the AIA’s 22nd annual survey. Just 

over 63% of authorities responsible for roads in 

England and Wales responded and this report 

summarises the key findings. The survey was 

carried out during January and February 2017. In 

the report unless otherwise stated, the findings are based on the financial year 2016/17, ending 31 

March 2017. Where these are unavailable, figures for the calendar year 2016 were requested.  

There are four authorities in England, and one in London, which have Private Finance Initiative 

(PFI) contracts in place to fund and manage their highway maintenance programmes over a 25-year 

period and these are not included in the survey. 

You can find the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 
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DRUG DRIVING 

DVLA have provided information which states that from 1st Jan to 12th November 2016 nearly 8,500 

endorsements have been applied to licences for the 

new drug driving offences of driving, attempting to 

drive or in charge with a specified drug in the body 

above a specified limit. This compares to the 879 for 

the older impairment offence during the whole of 

2014.  

In addition, endorsements for the impairment 

offence are running approximately constant with 

previous years. When the final figures are recorded 

for the whole of 2016 there is anticipation that there 

will be around 10,000 drug driving endorsements.  

There is however concern that with such an increase in offenders more needs to be done to support 

and educate drug drivers and to get them to understand the seriousness of their offence and how to 

prevent them re-offending in the future. A rehabilitation pilot course has been developed and a 

number of these courses have now taken place.  Initial feedback from one of the main training 

providers suggests that the courses have been well received with participants fully engaging in the 

process.  

EU ROAD DEATH FIGURES: THIRD YEAR OF POOR RESULTS 

The European Commission has published disappointing information  showing that deaths on EU roads 

fell by only 2% last year, following a 1% increase in 2015 and that if the target 

set to reduce deaths by 50% by the year 2020 is to be met road deaths will now 

need to fall by 11.5% a year.  

Commenting on the publication of the latest figures, Antonio Avenoso, Executive Director of the 

European Transport Safety Council said: 

“With around 500 deaths on EU roads every week, a figure that has hardly budged in three 

years, bold action from the EU and member states is long overdue.  Member states need to 

reprioritise action on enforcement, infrastructure safety improvements and measures to 

make pedestrians and cyclists safer on our roads. Road deaths and serious injuries 

devastate lives and cost the European economy billions every year.” 

 
 

FREE MOTORCYCLE ASSESSMENT 

IAM RoadSmart and participating local groups across the country are embarking on a 

major free giveaway to riders. Most of IAM RoadSmart’s local groups are offering a 

free 90 minute riding skills taster session to any rider with a full bike licence from 

now to 30th June 2017 with a fully qualified assessor. 

The sessions are open to full motorbike licence holder regardless of their level of experience. 

Riders will use their own bikes on local roads, and can discuss any areas of concern with their 

assessor during their session. To find out which of IAM RoadSmart local bike groups around the UK 

are participating in the free tasters promotion go to  www.iamroadsmart.com/ridefree 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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DRIVER AND VEHICLE STANDARDS AGENCY (DVSA) FIVE YEAR STRATEGY 

 
The DVSA has unveiled their five year strategy leading up to 2022 under the 

title of Helping you stay safe on Britain’s Roads. In his Introduction to the 

Strategy Andrew Jones, Road Safety Minister says: 

“Roads are vital for helping move people and goods around Great Britain, so 

road safety is a matter of national importance. The government is committed 

to improving road safety. The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) is 

working every day to help you stay safe on Great Britain’s roads. Its work 

affects everyone in the country - by making sure motorists have the knowledge 

and skills they need to drive safely, and freight can move efficiently on our roads. We should be 

proud of Great Britain’s strong road safety record.” 

You can find the strategy at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 

 

INCIDENTS ON THE STRATEGIC NETWORK 

Highways England has given an insight that a high proportion of 

incidents on the network are a direct result of motorists failing to 

perform simple vehicle checks.  

In 2015: 

• 7,419 incidents were caused by motorists running out of fuel on the network 

• 437 casualties involved a vehicle defect, half of which were due to having defective, under- 

inflated or illegal tyres 

• 40% of breakdowns are caused by simple often easily prevented mechanical problem 

 
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE – A GLIMMER OF HOPE? 

 
With the Government pumping effort and cash into the self-driving cars arena maybe some new 

published research is going to prompt action into a better programme and 

indeed greater investment for maintenance since the arrival of self-driving 

and connected cars adds weight to the case for improved highway 

maintenance, not just to tackle the huge backlog but also to ensure the 

communication systems are up to standard. A report for the RAC Foundation 

warns that experience from the aviation and rail sectors suggests that there 

could also be a need for a more highly-qualified and highly-paid workforce, 

not just to ensure highway surfaces are maintained in better condition, but 

also look after the network of telecoms equipment that connected cars will rely on. 

 

The report Readiness of the road network for connected and autonomous vehicles by the 

consultancy says that much will depend on the ability of autonomous vehicles to read the road and 

make allowances for potholes, poor road markings and complicated signals and signs and highlights 

the danger faced if any of the vehicles travelling in a fast-moving, close-formation platoon hits a 

pothole. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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TEACHING PEOPLE TO DRIVE OR BE DRIVERS 
Part 2 – A view by Graham Feest from the Graham Feest Consultancy 

This is a series of articles each month which follows on from a recent workshop which was 

conducted by Graham Feest at the National Motor Schools Association Conference in 2017 

Driving Trainers are a key element to ensuring that young people can take to the road safely and 

whilst acknowledged for the part they play in the process of teaching people to DRIVE they are also 

criticised and at times blamed for not going further in making them much more proficient DRIVERS. 

However we do need to be realistic as to what can be achieved in the initial learning process. 

During the time a learner is partaking of their lessons over what is generally a six to nine month 

period they will never come across every scenario which they are likely to encounter as they spend 

longer at the wheel once they have passed their test.  

I have never been a lover of these straw poles which get 

newly qualified drivers stating that they did not feel 

prepared to go out alone as I do not believe for the 

most part a word of it. I will exceed to the fact that 

going out for the first few times on your own having 

passed the test is a daunting experience but I am afraid 

doing anything on your own after having been 

supervised and given the fall-back position of being able 

to turn to someone in times of need for clarification is a 

daunting experience.  

Whilst I have been very much more encouraged in recent years that rather than newly qualified 

drivers which are predominately within the age group 17 to 25 being blamed for their attitude as if 

they were all “Jack the Lad” we have come to recognise that experience plays a very large part in 

them becoming crash orientated. It is not that in many cases they cannot DRIVE but their 

inexperience when they come across something for the first time means that there is an element of 

panic as to how they should deal with the situation. 

It is a great pity that so much of our driver 

training is based around the test and I cannot 

see that changing without a radical 

transformation of the whole learning and 

assessment process and a test which seeks to 

find something wrong is both negative and 

outdated in its methodology. For the most 

part this is a series of mechanical exercises 

which are strung together in a randomised 

order so that the learner can demonstrate 

their ability to control and manoeuvre a 

vehicle. It is more than likely that in being 

unsuccessful is down to a situation of them 

not being able to deal with something which 

they encounter on a test due to the actions of 

another driver. It does not necessarily mean 

that they did not cope with this new 

experience but more about the fact that it 

was not done in a “text book fashion.”  t 

annoys me that Driver Trainers are at times 

accused of putting people forward who the 

examiner claims are not “test ready.” Whilst I 

appreciate that some pupils may well make 

unrealistic demands on their instructors to 

“let them have a go” or indeed go ahead and 

book a test and then tell or even find an 

instructor who will “let them have a go” in 

the main it is not in the best interests of the 

trainer to put people up for test until they 

are ready since much of their reputation and 

recommendation will be based on their 

success when friends discuss amongst each 

other about their individual experiences with 

an instructor. 

Continued on next page 
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We seem to always be after the driver trainer over their performance rather than the excellent job 

they do. We seem to think that publishing their test results or the grades they achieve in the 

standards check is important. Well it might be a means by which the DVSA can monitor and record 

for internal purposes but it provides an ambiguous impression for the person seeking a driver 

trainer.  

The reasons for this have been well rehearsed – a trainer with fewer passes maybe only work part 

time; or has a series of difficult pupils who take much longer to grasp what is required. When it 

comes to publishing grades – well either a driver trainer is good enough or they are not so if the 

system means anything they should either have their ticket to practice or it should be withdrawn. 

Naturally, just like the driving task itself, a new person entering the profession will need time to 

gain their experience and they should not be penalised by having grades and pass rates published.  

The public should be able to have faith in a system which indicates that a trainer has the ability to 

do the job.    

ANOTHER APPEAL FOR SDST 

The changing of the clocks means lighter evenings, more time spent 

outside and a brighter drive home. With that comes the annual call for 

Double British Summertime to be introduced in order to save lives and 

improve quality of life. Many road safety organisations would like to 

see Britain move to Single/Double Summer Time (SDST) which would 

mean the country would now be an extra hour ahead (GMT+2), 

although the real benefits of the move would be when the clocks go 

back in the autumn.  

Each year, the number of people killed on the country’s roads spikes immediately after the autumn 

clock change, due to the suddenly-darker evenings. This particularly affects vulnerable road users, 

such as children walking home from school and cyclists. 

Errol Taylor, RoSPA’s acting chief executive, said:  

“We can reduce the number of people being needlessly killed on our roads each 

winter with this simple change. By moving to SDST, through the darker months 

the country would be on GMT+1, meaning extra daylight in the evenings. Not only 

would this simple and cheap move save lives, but it would also mean an average 

gain of 55 minutes “accessible” evening daylight for every day of the year – giving 

us more time for outdoor activities, more vitamin D, a boost to tourism, a 

reduction in opportunistic crime carried out under darkness, and a reduction in 

carbon emissions thanks to the energy we would save.” 

RoSPA along with others are calling on the Government to carry out a two-year trial change to SDST 

to assess the benefits of advancing the clocks by one hour. 

GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY WEEEK 2017 

The UN Road Safety Collaboration Fourth UN Global Road Safety Week will be held from 8th to 14th-

May 2017. The Week will focus on speed and what can be done to address this key risk factor for 

road traffic deaths and injuries. Speed contributes to around one-third of all fatal road traffic 

crashes in high-income countries, and up to half in low- and middle-income countries. 

More information at http://www.who.int/roadsafety/week/2017/en/ 
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#3500LIVES CAMPAIGN 

Rafael Nadal, Pharrell Williams and Nico Rosberg are amongst the stars featured in the first ever 

worldwide outdoor road safety advertising campaign, run by the Federation Internationale de 

l’Automobile (FIA) and advertising giant JCDecaux, with support from the FIA Foundation. 

Named for the number of people who lose their lives in preventable road traffic crashes every day 

on the world’s roads, the #3500LIVES 

campaign unites a roster of major 

celebrities from sports and arts with 

political and religious leaders in a call 

for political commitment and a properly 

resourced UN Fund for Road Safety to 

meet the challenge of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, with a focus on safe 

infrastructure and vehicles. Members of 

the public are encouraged to support 

this call via a campaign website at 

www.fia.com/3500lives and to ‘Sign Up, 

Stay Safe, Save Lives’.  

There is also a strong emphasis on personal responsibility. The 13 celebrities* endorsing the 

campaign including footballer Antoine Griezmann, tennis star Rafael Nadal, F1 World Champion 

Nico Rosberg, sprinter Yohan Blake, and pop artist Pharrell Williams, will drive home messages on 

drink driving, speed, distracted driving and the importance of wearing seat belts and motorcycle 

helmets. 

LONDON IS ONE OF 30 CITIES WORLDWIDE 

selected for the 

launch phase of the 

#3500LIVES campaign 

which is described by 

the FIA as the ‘first 

worldwide outdoor road safety advertising 

campaign’. The campaign highlights the 

number of people who die each day in 

‘preventable road traffic crashes’ across the 

globe, and calls for political commitment to 

create safer infrastructure and vehicles. 

 

Translated in 30 languages, the campaign 

#3500LIVES is live in 30 cities worldwide and 

will be rolled out in more than 70 countries 

by the end of 2017. In the launch phase, 

JCDecaux estimates that the campaign will be 

seen 1 billion times. 

The campaign marks a major output of the 

FIA High Level Panel for Road Safety, a 

coalition of business and institutional leaders 

convened by the FIA with funding from the 

FIA Foundation. As a contribution to the 

Panel, JCDecaux is donating space on its 

worldwide network of advertising 

installations.  

The full list of #3500LIVES ambassadors includes:  

Fernando Alonso, Yohan Blake, Haile Gebreselassie, Antoine Griezmann, Anne Hidalgo, Vanessa 

Low, Marc Marquez, Felipe Massa, Rafael Nadal, Nico Rosberg, Wayde van Niekerk, Michelle Yeoh, 

Pharrell Williams. 
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PUBLIC TO HELP POLICE IN SOUTH WALES 

Members of the public can submit footage and 

images of road traffic offences being 

committed on the roads of South Wales. 

Working in partnership with Go Safe, Operation 

Snap will provide a safe alternative way to 

share footage of offences seen by motorists. 

Road traffic offences targeted as part of the 

operation will include – dangerous driving; 

driving without due care and attention; 

contravening solid white lines; mobile phone 

use; improper control of vehicle; contravening 

of red traffic lights.  

Assistant Chief Constable Jeremy Vaughan said: 

“The operation will enable our communities 

to help us assist in a key policing priority, to 

continue to keep the roads of South Wales 

safe. Our work with Go Safe is there to 

complement the service we provide to our 

communities and as always, if you need to 

contact the police and want to talk to us 

immediately, you can call 101 or 999 in an 

emergency. Our officers will still be policing 

the roads in our force area 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week but we know that members of 

the public are keen to help, and I am pleased 

that with the support of Go Safe, we can 

provide an easier way to submit footage and 

images either whilst travelling as a passenger, 

or using the footage of dash cams that can 

submitted at a later date when the driver has 

finished their journey.” 

Chris Hume, Partnership Manager, GoSafe said: 

“Working with South Wales Police, Operation 

Snap will allow us to work together and help 

simplify the way motorists can report 

motoring offences. By visiting Operation Snap 

Go Safe, members of the public will be asked 

to complete a contact form, this will allow 

roads policing officer to get in touch and 

review the footage or images captured. Once 

a full review has been carried out, the officer 

will provide further updates to individuals.” 

SPEED HUMPS COULD BE A THING OF THE PAST 
 
Speed bumps could be removed from our roads in order to reduce pollution caused by vehicles 

slowing down and speeding up. 

 

The Telegraph reports that other traffic-calming measures could also be removed to prevent the 

slow-down-speed-up process which figures suggest almost doubles the 

amount of harmful gases they pump out. Highway Authorities and will be 

advised to take measures to improve the flow of traffic as part of a new 

clean air strategy. It adds that motoring organisations have urged ministers 

to cut pollution by reducing traffic jams and encouraging drivers to go at a 

steady speed and that ministers want better sequencing of traffic lights to 

ensure that drivers will keep arriving at green lights rather than red ones if 

they drive within the speed limit 
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REDUCING DEATHS IN SINGLE MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISIONS 

A third of road deaths in the EU happen in collisions that involve a single motorised vehicle where 

the driver/rider and/or passengers are killed but no other road users are involved. These Single 

Vehicle Collisions (SVCs), and how to prevent them occurring, are the subject of a new report from 

European Transport Safety Council (ETSC). 

Nearly 7300 road users lost their lives in 2015 in SVCs in the EU with around 100,000 such deaths 

occurring over the last ten years according to the data revealed in the report. Over 60% of deaths 

in SVCs occur on rural roads. Ensuring that the road design and speed limits are appropriate to the 

road’s function are two measures that are helping to reduce deaths in several European countries, 

according to the study.  

The report and advice urges National governments to: 

 Eliminate all removable obstacles from the 

roadside or install safety barriers where the 

obstacles cannot be removed on rural main 

roads and motorways; 

 Conduct in-depth accident investigations in 

appropriate representative samples of 

collisions resulting in serious injuries and 

deaths, to identify possible roadside 

improvement measures; 

 Introduce Graduated Driving Licence systems 

to address the high risks associated with new 

drivers; 

 Improve traffic law enforcement of speed 

limits on rural roads and motorways, use of 

seat belts or helmets, and laws concerning 

drink driving and driver distraction; 

 Install barriers friendly to powered two-

wheelers in areas susceptible to motorcycle 

collisions. 

The report is available at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 

NEW VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 2016 

 

The Department for Transport has published its statistics report about new registered vehicles 
showing that 3.3m vehicles were registered for the first time during 2016, the highest annual total 
ever recorded. You can find the full report at: 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/
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PARKING ACTIVITIES PROVIDES HIGH FINANCIAL YEILDS FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

And misery for motorists 

 

Factoring in the cost of parking is a major expense when owning and using a vehicle as a recent 

study by the RAC Foundation showed for the Local Authorities in Scotland and we know from other 

figures which are released for authorities in 

the UK, Scotland is not alone in making high 

surpluses from its parking activities.  In all the 

Scottish Authorities made a £40.3 million 

surplus or ‘profit’ from their parking activities 

in 2015-16. This is 12% higher than in the 2014-

15 financial year when £36.1 million was 

reported.  

Data analysed for the RAC Foundation shows that between them, the 32 councils in Scotland had a 

combined income from their parking activities – charges and penalty income from on- and off-street 

parking – of £79.3 million. However, the combined cost for councils of running their parking 

activities was £39.0 million. 

Edinburgh had the largest surplus at £19.4 million (up from £17.4 million in 2014-15) followed by 

Glasgow at £12.6 million (£11.4 million in 2014-15) and Aberdeen had the third largest surplus at 

£4.9 million (£4.5 million in 2014-15). 

Between them these three local authorities generated 91% of the total net surplus in Scotland. 

Of the 32 councils in Scotland: 

• 15 showed a surplus 

• 2 made neither a deficit nor a surplus 

• 13 showed a deficit 

• 2 did not provide parking accounts 

 

WATCH YOUR SPEED ON THE M4 IN WALES 

More than 13,000 motorists have been caught speeding in the first 

six months since variable speed limits became operational on a 

13km stretch of the M4.  

The Welsh Road Casualty Reduction Partnership has reported that 

13,195 notices of intended prosecution have been issued since the 

cameras went live in October 2016 and the end of February, 

equating to an average of around 84 offences per day.  

The Welsh Government introduced the Variable Speed Limit (VSL) 

system in 2011 between J24 and J28 on the M4, in a bid to reduce 

congestion while improving road safety and journey time reliability. 

However, the system remained inactive for five years, with fines 

only issued since October 2016. The variable limit is set to operate 

from 20mph to 70mph depending on congestion levels and the law 

is being forced accordingly.  
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PACTS' TIMELINE OF OPPORTUNITIES IN TRANSPORT SAFETY 

PACTS (The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety) have launched a Timeline of 

Opportunities in Road Safety. The timeline is freely available to everyone on 

the PACTS website and it provides dates of key events, decision points, 

consultations, publications and other opportunities to positively influence 

road safety polices and outcomes.  

Examples of events on the timeline include: 

 Consultations 

 Legislation and parliamentary activity 

 Events and campaigns 

 Statistics and data 

 Reviews of regulation 

 Publications and research 

Each event on the timeline features a brief explanation and a link for further information. Events 

are categorised using the five pillars of the Safe Systems approach to road safety (Road safety 

management, safe road users, safe roads, safe vehicles and post-crash care.) The timeline will be 

regularly monitored and updated with new information as it appears. 

To access the timeline go to https://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/671937/Opportunities-in-

Road-Safety/ 

NEW CAR MARKET GROWTH 

The UK’s new car market grew by 8.4% in March 2017, making it the biggest month since records 

began according to SMMT figures. Buyers purchased cars before the new vehicle excise duty (VED) 

rates came into force from 1 April 2017. 562,337 new cars were registered in March which was 

more than double the number in the first two months of the year combined. Fleets and businesses 

were the big contributors to market growth in March, with registrations up 12.6% and 11.9% 

respectively, though demand from private buyers also grew. 
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DRIVING TEST CHANGES FROM DECEMBER 2017 

 

Following some proposals, a driving test trial monitored and evaluated 

by TRL and a consultation the driving test in England, Scotland and Wales 

will change from Monday 4 December 2017. 

 

The 4 main changes to the test are: 

The independent driving part of the test will increase to 20 minutes 

The independent driving part of the test currently lasts around 10 minutes. During this part of the 

test candidates have to drive without turn-by-turn directions from the driving examiner. This part of 

the test will be made longer, so it’ll last around 20 minutes - roughly half of the test. 

Most candidates will be asked to follow directions from a sat nav 

During the independent driving part of the test, most candidates will be asked to follow directions 
from a sat nav. The examiner will provide the sat nav and set it up. The Examiner will set the route. 
Candidates will be able to ask the examiner for confirmation of the route if it is not clear and it 
won’t matter if the candidate goes the wrong way unless they make a fault while doing it. 

It is understood that 1 in 5 driving tests won’t use a sat nav and candidates will need to follow 
traffic signs instead. 

The reversing manoeuvres will be changed 

The ‘reverse around a corner’ and ‘turn-in-the-road’ manoeuvres will no longer be tested, but 

should still be taught Candidates will be asked to do one of 3 possible reversing manoeuvres: 

 Parallel Park at the side of the road 

 Park in a bay - either driving in and reversing out, or reversing in and driving out (the 

examiner will ask the candidate what they wish them to do) 

 Pull up on the right-hand side of the road, reverse for 2 car lengths and rejoin the traffic 

4. Answering a vehicle safety question while you’re driving 

The examiner will ask 2 vehicle safety questions during the driving test - these are known as the ‘show me, 
tell me’ questions. 

The Candidate will be asked: 

 ‘Tell me’ question (where the candidate will be asked to explain how they would carry out a 
safety task) before starting to driving 

 ‘Show me’ question (where you show how you’d carry out a safety task) while you’re driving - 
for example, showing how to wash the windscreen using the car controls and wipers 

The “pass mark” is staying the same. The length of the test is the same. The Examiner will 
conduct the test in the same way.   

Candidates must not make more than 15 driving faults and NO serious or dangerous faults. The 
examiner will mark the test in the same way, and the same things will still count as faults. The 

overall time of around currently 40 minutes won’t change.  
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AND FINALLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now in a pre-election state known as Purdah. 

Purdah is the pre-election period in the United Kingdom 

and a time between an announced election and the final 

election results. It is generally in place for a period of six 

weeks before an election and therefore for the 2017 

election General Election Purdah starts on 22nd April 2017 

and ends once the announcement of the new Government is 

made. 

It is in place to prevent central and local government from making announcements about any new 

or controversial government initiatives (such as modernisation initiatives or administrative and 

legislative changes) which could be seen to be advantageous or otherwise to any candidates or 

parties in the forthcoming election.  

Where a court determines that actual advantage has been given to a candidate, this may amount to 

a breach of Section 2 of the Local Government Act 1986. 

Not only can this period of time be very frustrating it could well mean a delay for the introduction 

of any changes which are being proposed post the election particularly if there were at the end to 

be a change in Government, its structure or ministerial lead.  

 

A recently observed sign was seen to say 
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“Please do not park in the Marina!” 


